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April 4: Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev and Cuban President Fidel Castro signed a 25-year
friendship treaty, considered noteworthy mainly because it rescued Cuba from the distinction
of being the only major Soviet ally not linked to Moscow by a formal friendship accord. At a
press conference in Havana's Convention Palace, Gorbachev said the world as a whole, not just
the socialist bloc, is at a turning point. "We must close the chapter on the Cold War and begin
a new phase of openness in politics and in international thinking" to solve problems through
negotiations," he said, adding that the entire world is weary of conflict. On his talks with Castro,
Gorbachev said, "We enjoy a full mutual understanding." Gorbachev delivered an address
to a special session of the Cuban National Assembly. Statements pertaining to Latin America
are summarized below: * Gorbachev urged expansion of the so-called North-South dialogue
to a "dialogue of North, South, East and West" to consider new strategies for dealing with
underdevelopment and the massive Third World debt crisis. New avenues in political thinking
were necessary if the world were to master cross-border crises such as the nuclear threat, the
destruction of the environment and poverty. * The Soviet leader referred to his offer before the
United Nations last December to suspend or, in extreme cases, forego collection of interest and
service payments from the world's poorest countries by the Soviet Union. [Some observers expected
Moscow to announce the write-off of part or all of Cuba's massive debt as a gesture of friendship.
There were no announcements of this kind.] * On Soviet-Cuban relations, Gorbachev said the two
nations' "solidarity" is not subject to temporary fluctuations. * "Favoring greater cooperation with
the countries of Latin America, the Soviet Union is not looking for any political or military and
strategic benefits in the Western Hemisphere. We believe that continent, like all others, should
not be an arena for conflict between East and West. The Soviet Union has no and does not intend
to have naval, air force or missile bases in Latin America, or deploy nuclear or other weapons of
mass destruction there." * The superpowers, said Gorbachev, should renounce military intervention
in Latin America and the Caribbean and make the region a zone of peace. * Soviet-style reforms
are not a universal remedy for other socialist countries, including Cuba. "We do not regard our
approaches and solutions as some universal prescription for all." * Gorbachev said the Soviet Union
opposes the "export of revolution or counterrevolution or any kind of foreign interference in the
internal affairs of sovereign states...Only by stopping this can regional conflicts be settled and
the possibility of their re-emergence in the future be excluded." * The Soviet leader reaffirmed
that Moscow will continue supplying military aid to the Nicaraguan government as long as the
US continues to arm other Central American countries. He reiterated Soviet support for efforts to
bring peace to Central America under regional peace accords, and criticized the US for continuing
aid to the Nicaraguan contras. "The situation (in Nicaragua) will greatly depend on the position
of neighbouring states and the position of the United States," he said, adding that the countries
of Central America had a right "to decide on their own destinies." In an introduction preceding
Gorbachev's speech to the Assembly, Cuban President Fidel Castro blamed the US for regional
conflicts throughout the world and for "pulling the Third World's leg" by proposing unworkable
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solutions to the critical problem of developing nations' foreign debt. Castro said that while the
Soviet Union is engaged in peace efforts and world disarmament, and Latin American countries
strive to find peaceful solutions to their problems, "the US has claimed the right to maintain an
organized counterrevolutionary force in Honduras to apply pressure on the government and the
people of Nicaragua." At a ceremony honoring a contingent of Cuban soldiers returning from
Angola, a senior Communist Party official, Julian Rizo Alvarez, said the US is once again suffering
from illusions about Cuba. "As always, they are confused and they make mistakes. Today we are a
harder a more difficult bone to swallow than ever before," he said. Rizo alluded to a memo made
public last week in which Secretary of State James Baker said the US has no plans to improve
relations with Cuba because of this country's continued "unacceptable behavior." The memo, Rizo
said, augers "new machinations, new campaigns and plans to continue pressuring us militarily
and economically and to reinforce its attacks in the political terrain." The memo, first made public
by The Associated Press, said Cuba continues to provide the Soviet Union with political, strategic
and intelligence benefits and to support subversive movements in the hemisphere. Baker said
he wanted to set the record straight since there have been reports of a "warming trend" between
the two countries following Cuba's agreement in December to withdraw its troops from Angola.
April 5: On Wednesday morning, Gorbachev and entourage left Havana for London. The Soviet
leader was accompanied to the Jose Marti International Airport by Castro, while hundreds of
thousands of Havana residents lined the streets, waving, chanting and cheering. At the airport,
members of the Politburo, the Communist Party secretariat and other high-ranking officials were
assembled for the send-off. At a press briefing in Moscow, Soviet Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Yuri Gremitskikh said the Soviet-Cuban friendship and cooperation treaty "provides a legal basis
for existing [bilateral] relations, lays down what has been tested by time." The treaty, he added,
opens up the potential for cooperation in several fields, is not prejudicial to the interests of third
countries and contains no secret provisions. Soviet spokesperson Gennadi Gerasimov said that
Cuba and the Soviet Union feel that Washington has not reciprocated the concessions Cuba has
made toward an improvement in bilateral relations. Gerasimov spoke aboard a plane carrying
journalists following Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev from Havana to London, where Gorbachev
will spend two days. Gerasimov called the foreign policy of the Bush administration "hesitant."
He said, "Both sides (USSR and Cuba) are not happy with the United States. They want President
(George) Bush to review his position on Cuba. Both agree that an improvement is desirable." (Basic
data from Notimex, AP, 04/04/89; Tass, Xinhua, AP, AFP, DPA, 04/05/89)
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